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SACRED HEART STATUE 


This statue, ornate in appearance, has a receptacle at the base for 
a Vigil Light Glass, which makes it convenient and attractive for home 
devotions. One statue (13 inches in height), one Ruby Glass, and one 
dozen Vigil Lights will be sent, postage paid, on receipt of $2.50. 


= Please Order From: 


WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CO.., Inc. 
162 N. Franklin Street, Chicago, I. 


“1 Pray the Mass” 


By Father Hoever, S.O. Cist. 


A splendid Sunday Missal and complete prayer 
book combined. Large, clear type, in red and 
black. Spiritual thoughts for each Sunday and 
week following. 448 pages. 5x3% in. 


Prices: Black or white leatherette, red 
edges, 35¢; black durotex, red edges, 50¢; black 
or white imitation leather, red under gold edges, 
$1.10; genuine black seal grain leather, red 
under gold edges, $1.50; deluxe genuine black 
morroco leather, $3.50. 


PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration 
Clyde, Missouri 


Church Fabrics 


Cloth of Gold Gold Brocades 
Silk Damask Brocades 
Woven Emblems and Satin Orphreys to Match 
Immediate deliveries. 
All liturgically correct as to design and color. 
THOMAS A. BLAKE 


“House of Ecclesiastical Materials” 
366 Fifth Avenue, New York 1, N. Y. 
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Printed and published monthly in English and in German by the _ 


Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, under the 
supervision of a Benedictine Father. 

Subscription Price: $1.00 per year, or $2.00 for three years. 
Foreign countries: $1.25 per year, or $2.50 for three years. 

Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office 
at Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 8, 1879. Ac- 
ceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in section 
1103, Act of October 3, 1917, authorized July 17, 1918. 
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PREMIUMS 


for NEW and RENEWAL 
Subscriptions 


ONE Subscription 
PICTURE OF ST. BENEDICT — Sepia print, portraying 
the saint with flowing beard, holding in his. hands a crozier, a 
copy of his Rule, and a chalice, from whence issues a serpent 
(having reference to one of his miracles). 7x10in. OR:— 
BOOKLET — “The Way of the Cross.” OR: — 
PACKET OF ASSORTED BOOKMARKS — Attractive 
prints with spiritual thoughts and verses of encouragement. OR: 
SCHEYERN CROSS — A small metal cross, which has 
been touched to a relic of the True Cross. 
TWO Subscriptions 
“TREASURES OF THE MASS” — See description on out- 
side back cover. OR: — 
ARTISTIC PICTURE OF POPE PIUS XII — Beautifully 
lithographed likeness of the Holy Father in colors. OR:— 
“ECCE HOMO” — A touching picture in sepia of the thorn- 
crowned head of our Savior by Carlo Dolci. Bust, 12 x16 in. 


THREE Subscriptions 
(NOTE: The premiums listed here for three subscriptions are given 
only for three separate one-year subscriptions, and not for one sub- 
scription for three years at the reduced rate of $2.00.) 
“GEMS FROM THE LITURGY FOR THE FEASTS OF 
OUR LORD” — Two booklets, comprising a treasury of litur- 
gical prayers and sacred Scripture texts, which the user will 


find most inspiring when preparing for the major feasts and | 


seasons of the Church year. OR: — 

“LIFE OF SISTER M. FORTUNATA VITI" — An inspir- 
ing biography of a Benedictine religious of Veroli, Italy, who 
lived in our own times. OR: — 

“T PRAY THE MASS” — See opposite page. Black duro- 


tex binding. 
FOUR Subscriptions 
“ST. JOSEPH IN GLORY” — Sepia print of St. Joseph. 
(Like frontispiece.) 12 x 24 inches. OR:— 


NICKEL-BOUND CRUCIFIX — 6 in. long. Blessed with 


papal ind., ind. for the dying, and of the Stations. SSoatinee 


Please mention choice of premium. 
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Glorious St. Joseph, intercede for us! 














Tabernacle and Purgatory 





A monthly periodical devoted to the Most Blessed Sacrament and the consolation 
of the Poor Souls. Price, $1.00; Canada, $1.25. 
Published with ecclesiastical approbation and with the Blessing of Pope Pius XII. 


Vol. 41 March, 1946 No. 11 








St. Jnseph, the Splendor of the Saints 
a <>: 


om || ever-recurring month of March brings to us anew 
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the welcome opportunity of paying special honor to 
the great St. Joseph, to whom it is dedicated. Never 
can we exhaust the treasure of sublime virtues which 
his life offers to us for our imitation, nor can we 
love and praise too highly him whom God Himself 
has so singularly honored. 

St. Joseph during his whole life fulfilled with unbroken con- 
stancy the meaning of the name he bore.: He continually added -to 
the brightness of his virtues and the treasure of his merits with an 
ever-increasing zeal. In the company of Jesus and Mary he made more 
rapid progress than any other saint has done. Who, indeed, can com- 
prehend what must have been his fervor, his charity, his humility, 
his perfect purity and self-abnegation? Was there an archangel in 
heaven equal to him in love of God? Alas, how different was his 
lightning-like advance in grace from our own sluggish slowness in 
striving for virtue! 

What was the secret of St. Joseph’s high perfection? It was his 
calm, quiet peacefulness and tranquillity, which enabled his pure soul 
to reflect in so wonderful a manner the likeness of God, and quickened 
his spirit to catch the faintest whisper of Divine grace. We cannot 
imagine him ever hurried or over-eager, anxious, or disorderly. If 
we could remove those defects from our own lives we should soon 
become more like St. Joseph. 
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As St. Joseph grew old and his natural powers began to fail, the 
beauty of his soul became more and more apparent. Some think that 
like Moses he suffered none of the infirmities of age. At all events, 
he who, as foster father of Jesus, occupied in some sort the place 
of the Eternal Father upon earth, must have been an aged man of 
incomparable beauty, the type and ideal of a saint and patriarch. 
Never were gray hairs crowned with such glory and honor as those of 
him whose happy old age was spent with Jesus and Mary. 


St. Joseph’s Happy Death 


Never to any of the children of men did death come so bereft of 
its terrors as to St. Joseph. One who had lived so continually in the 
presence of his God had no cause to fear it. One so sinless as he 
could bid defiance to Satan. One whose thoughts, aspirations, hopes, 
and affections had always been in heaven, regarded death as a stepping- 
stone to his true home and to the presence of his God. One on whose 
breast Jesus had nestled lovingly had had already a foretaste of para- 
dise, and was absorbed by the longing desire to be there. 

Yet if anyone ever had reason to dread the separation from earth, 
it was St. Joseph. None ever left behind him wife or child who were 
a thousandth part as dear as Mary and Jesus were to Joseph. Did it 
cost him nothing to say farewell? No, for from Jesus he could never 
be separated, and if the veil of death prevented him for a short time 
from associating with his Virgin Spouse, they were soon to meet in 
endless union before the throne of God. The pain of separation dis- 
appeared at the thought of eternal bliss. If the company of Jesus 
and Mary was so sweet on earth, what would it be in heaven? 

What a beautiful death was St. Joseph’s!. Nursed in the arms of 
Jesus and Mary, his last hours were one long ecstasy. No anxious, 
no distressing thought was possible in that sweet company. For him 
death was only falling asleep to wake in paradise. St. Joseph is there- 
fore the patron of a happy death, and Holy Church encourages all 
to pray earnestly to Jesus, Mary and Joseph to obtain the grace of 
dying in peace in their blessed company. 


St. Joseph’s Glory in Heaven 
It is an opinion held by many learned theologians, among them 
St. Francis de Sales, that St. Joseph enjoys the honor of having had 
his body raised from the grave at the time of Our Lord’s resurrection, 
and that, like Our Lady, he is present in heaven now, body as well as 
soul. Such a reward is only what we might expect for such spotless 
purity as his. The spouse of Mary deserved this honor, and one who 
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had tended Jesus with such loving care as he, had a sort of claim 
to it. We may therefore piously believe that St. Joseph enjoys this 
wonderful privilege, though it is not a dogma of faith. 

We have already referred to St. Joseph as the most glorious of 
all the saints. What else does this mean but that he has the highest 
place in heaven after the Mother of God? The Church calls him the 
“glory” of the inhabitants of heaven. It behooves us therefore to con- 
gratulate St. Joseph on his great glory, and to thank God that we now 
have in him a friend so near to Him in heaven. 

St. Joseph was, after Mary, more like to his Divine Foster Son 
in form and feature than any one else ever was. This likeness ex- 
tended to his beautiful and stainless soul. In heaven he still retains 
this intimate likeness to Jesus, which grew and increased by reason of 
his close union with the Son of God and familiar intercourse with 
Him. Likeness to Christ is the cause of his great glory in heaven as 
it is the source of the glory in heaven of all the saints. We ought 
frequently to pray that we may become, through St. Joseph’s help, 
more like to Jesus. If we would begin during this month dedicated 
to St. Joseph to daily ask him to obtain for us the grace to become 
more and more like Jesus, how great would be our progress in a 
year’s time if we persevered faithfully in this practice. As no other 
saint was so intimate with Jesus and Mary as St. Joseph, so no other 
saint can so readily obtain for us the grace of greater intimacy with 
them than he. In all our needs, let us confidently invoke this blessed 
saint, who is so powerful and so loving an intercessor. 


The Month of St. Joseph 


Since the time Pope Pius IX named St. Joseph the Patron of the Universal 
Church, and Popes Leo XIII and Pius X by special encyclicals urgently rec- 
ommended devotion to him, in particular for the month of March, the veneration 
of St. Joseph has been practiced with ever-increasing fervor. During the month 
of March, the faithful who offer prayers or perform other acts of piety in honor 
of St. Joseph may gain an indulgence of 5 years each day. If such devotions 
are offered in public, an indulgence of 7 years may be gained each day, with a 
plenary indulgence under the usual conditions if ten days are completed. To 
gain a plenary indulgence for private devotions, the entire month must be com- 
pleted, and the usual conditions of confession, Communion, visit to a church 
and prayers for the intention of the Pope must be fulfilled. 


A special way of honoring St. Joseph during March would be to 
have candles burned in his honor. This would be particularly ap-. 
propriate for his feast day — March 19. 


For an offering of 50¢, a large wax candle will be burned a day and a 
night before the Blessed Sacrament exposed, in any one of our Eucharistic 
sanctuaries; for $3.50, one week; and for $12.00, an entire month. 











The Two Standards 

at MKMKOKe 

iy AINT Ignatius Loyola, in his “Spiritual Exercises,” pro- 
‘poses to his disciples a meditation on the “Two Standards,” 
wherein he places the thoughts and views of our Lord 
Jesus Christ and those of Satan, His mortal enemy, in 
contrast. He employs a sort of parable, in which he 
represents Christ and Lucifer as two captains, each with 
his army of followers, calling upon men to enlist under 
their standards. The object of these considerations is, of course, to 
attract souls to the service of Christ and to engage them to fight man- 
fully under His banner against the forces of Satan. 

Though the saint intended these reflections to be made in con- 
nection with a spiritual retreat, in which the soul is occupied with the 
conflict between good and evil within itself, [the season ‘Lent is cer- 
tainly also a most opportune time to make them the subject of serious 
meditation. Moreover,|}we may very profitably apply them alee on a 
broader scale to the ‘conflict between good and evil that is waging 
constantly in the world around us. Indeed, such a consideration should 
be highly profitable in these days of world upheaval, when the struggle 
between Christ and Lucifer, the Prince of Peace and the prince of 
darkness, between right and wrong, between truth and error, is being 
waged on so many fronts, on a scale and in a manner perhaps un- 
paralleled in history. Leaving to each individual, then, the application 
of such reflections to his own private life, let us consider briefly the 
conflict between good and evil in its social aspect. 

This warfare, we know, ‘has been going on since the beginning of 
time, but at present it appears to have assumed a more insidious form 
than ever before. Today Satan “leads astray the whole world” by 

















Tabernacle and Purgatory 327 


attacks that are more subtle in kind than at any other period of the 
world’s history. Employing evil men for his agents, as is his wont, 
he devises innumerable ways and means of ruining souls; and these 
agents carry out the designs of their captain with a zeal and self-sacri- 
ficing devotion which too often puts to shame those who are enrolled 
under the standard of Christ. ; 

That the agents of hell are only too successful is evidenced by the 
mounting crime records of the nations, and by the wave of immorality 
and licentiousness sweeping the world. How many are the souls who 
fall into their snares every day, and who, in turn, seek to seduce others! 
To the Christians of our 20th century more than to those of the first 
may be addressed the warning words of St. Peter: “Be sober, be 
watchful! For your adversary, the devil, as a roaring lion, goes about 
seeking whom he may devour. Resist him, steadfast in the faith, know- 
ing that the same suffering befalls your brethren all over the world” 
(1 Pet. v. 8-9). 

The spirit of darkness knows well how to disguise himself as an 
angel of light for the purpose of accomplishing his evil designs. Count- 
less are the movements which he sets on foot for the ruin of souls, 
disguised under deceptive names and paraded as movements intended 
for the betterment of humanity. Thus he encroaches upon men’s rights 
and liberties little by little, with the intent of enslaving their minds 
and bodies, and finally robbing them not only of their natural rights 
but also of their Christian ideals and their heavenly inheritance. The 
weapons of science, literature, and art, of philosophy and education, 
theories of social progress and economic life, the stage, the screen, 
the radio, and all other modern inventions, are deftly and unscrupu- 
lously wielded by the enemies of God and His Church to accomplish 
their evil ends. Blatant lies and calumnies, false propaganda, crying 
injustices, deceit, hypocrisy — all are employed without scruple to 
undermine the kingdom of truth and righteousness. 

The well-drilled army of Lucifer, captained by crafty and power- 
ful leaders, ever proceeds cautiously and with precision. In our days 
its onslaught is being made to overthrow the principle of authority, 
to gain complete control over schools, and eventually to destroy every 
vestige of belief in God and of Christian morality. In place of religion 
it seeks to substitute a false “liberty,” an insatiable desire for material 
goods and sensual pleasures, and a pagan philosophy which caters to 
all the basest instincts of the human heart. 


The World, an Ally of Satan 


In his work of ruining souls, the devil finds a powerful ally in 
the world, which exercises a deadly influence on the minds of Christians 
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without their being conscious of it. Slowly but steadily the spirit of 
paganism has filtered into Christian society, so that most Christians of 
today follow without misgiving the current of social life around them, 
unaware of the fact that Christian civilization has been undermined 
and replaced by a neopaganism that has all the demoralizing traits of 
more ancient brands. 

Sad to say, this holds true also of many Catholics. Their pastimes 
and amusements, their employments, their fashions and customs, the 
books and papers they read, are of much the same kind as those of 
other people who have no belief in God and no vestige of a Christian 
principle in their minds. True, they differ from the latter in that they 
have a set of religious beliefs and practices, to which they try to con- 
form their lives at least to some extent. Nevertheless, the outward 
conduct of Christians and non-Christians too often follows the same 
pattern. 

Absorbed as they are in worldly affairs, such lukewarm Catholics 
lose sight of the fact that their religion is intended to be for them a 
“way of life,” a means of keeping aloof from the evil influences of 
the world and of passing unscathed through the meshes of sin with 
which it is covered, Untrained in the Christian philosophy of life, 
they allow themselves to be permeated by principles which undermine 
the foundations of Christian life and thought. A false sense of “broad- 
mindedness” induces them to adopt the pagan views of those with whom 
they come in contact, and produces in them the conviction that in many 
things the Church is “too rigid, too restrictive, too exacting, too old- 
fashioned...” Consequently, their religion comes to mean little more 
to them than a matter of form and routine — a set of “do’s and don’ts” 
which too often become irksome and are readily set aside to suit their 
convenience. 

In their social contacts, the question of religion is carefully kept 
in the background, and as a result, Catholics fail to make the influence 
of their religion felt in community life as it should be. At the same 
time their faith fails to exercise a determining effect in what they regard 
as their purely “secular” affairs — in business, in politics, etc. 

The peril to Christians in our days is all the greater because they 
do not realize how much more dangerous it is for them to live in an 
atmosphere of materialism and worldliness than to be exposed to 
positive persecution, as were the Christians of the first centuries. In 
the early days of the Church, those who enrolled under the standard 
of Christ saw clearly that they must definitely separate themselves from 
the social life and customs of the world in which they lived — from 
its tastes, its practices and amusements. The distinction between the 
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Christian and the pagan life was clearly and well defined. It is not 
so much so in modern times. To outward appearances we are still 
living in a Christian society, without realizing that under cover of a 
Christian structure, customs, fashions, ways of conduct and habits of 
thought have crept in which are more completely at variance with 
Christianity than were the ways and manners even of pagan Rome. 


“Mammon Worship” — the Root of Evil 


At the root of these evils is the spirit of materialism which per- 
vades the world, a desire for the goods and pleasures of this life, to 
the exclusion of those of eternity. Our Lord Himself warned His 
followers in severe language against this spirit, which He called 
mammon. “You cannot serve God and mammon...” (Matt. vi. 24). 
Mammon is the personification of the desire for riches and for the 
things of this world. “Wherever wealth is considered as the all-im- 
portant issue in human concerns,” says the saintly Benedictine Abbot 
Vonier, “the worship of God, even if it persist in certain external for- 
malities of tradition, dies a speedy death... No other slavedom is so 
detrimental to the soul as is the slavedom of mammon. Man may stain 
himself with many sins without becoming their slave, certainly without 
worshiping them; not so with mammon. When the fact is practically 
accepted by man’s mind that wealth is the only thing that matters — 
and do we not all know how often this is done? — the surrender is 
complete: Mammon has taken the place of God... 

“Nor is it necessary that mammon should be actually the seeking 
of wealth. Any arrangement of human life that makes the production 
and the acquisition of material goods the ultimate goal of all human 
activity is a surrender to the tyrant mammon... To be practically 
convinced that money can do everything is worship of mammon, even 
if such a conviction be lodged in the brain of a penniless beggar. It 
is no unjust maligning of the modern nations if we say of them that 
for a long time past they have settled down to the faith that money 
can do everything. There has been formed in them a sort of mystical 
reverence for financial values. The enslaving of the modern world 
by mammon seems well-nigh hopeless. There is no more pressing 
need for Christians than to free themselves from the benumbing men- 
tality of the mammon worship that surrounds them on all sides.” 


A Soul-hunger for God 


Happily, the picture also. has a brighter side, for many Christians 
are being-awakened ‘to the danger*they run in allowing -themselves to 
drift with the current of social life about them. Those who are sincerely 
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religious are beginning to realize that if they are to live as Christians 
and as Catholics, they must react violently against the environment in 
which they live. They see clearly that true “life” is not to be found 
along those ways by which the vast majority of men are hurrying to 
disillusionment and despair. More and more, discerning Christians 
are coming to realize that their religion is not merely a means of pre- 
paring for a future life, but also that it is the only means of true 
happiness here below, and of remedying the evils of the. present time 
and averting disaster in the years to come. 

These Christians experience an ever-increasing dissatisfaction with 
a mere superficial practice of religion and an ever greater longing for 
the deeper realities of the spiritual life. Instinctively they feel that 
hitherto their Catholic Faith has not been to them all that it could 
and should have been. They experience a “soul-hunger,” more keen 
and torturing than the hunger of the body, and though they may not 
be conscious of the fact, they long for a more perfect participation in 
the supernatural life, the Divine life of God. For the food of the 
soul is nothing other than God Himself, and it is only through union 
with God that the supernatural life can be nourished, developed and 
brought to maturity. Though there has never been a period in which 
so many material comforts and advantages were placed at the disposal 
of so large a number of people as in our present age, it is remarkable 
that at the same time there has never been such widespread restlessness 
and dissatisfaction, not only among those who are enduring actual want 
and misery, but also, and perhaps chiefly, among those who are weary 
of life because of its emptiness, fruitlessness and futility. They are 
experiencing the truth of the words of St. Augustine, “Our hearts were 
made for Thee, O God, and they will be restless until they rest in Thee.” 


The Way to True Peace 


We are now in the process of recuperating from the effects of an 
armed conflict which has shaken the world to its very foundations, and 
although we have won the military victory, the peace which we desire 
seems still far from being achieved. And why is this? Because the 
cure of the world’s ills is sought in social, political and economic 
reforms, whereas their cause is a spiritual and a moral one. For, 
although wars are occasioned by economic troubles, by the struggle for 
the material goods of this world, yet, as our Holy Father has so often 
pointed out, their root cause lies far deeper; it is to be found in the 
moral breakdown, so evident in all phases of our modern life, in the 
home and family, in business, in politics, and in international relations. 
War is but a symptom, an outgrowth of ills lying far beneath the surface 
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of life, and victory of arms will not bring peace unless men learn to 
govern themselves according to the salutary principles of Jesus Christ. 
If, then, we hope for the attainment of a true and lasting peace, founded 
on justice and charity, we must work and pray for the removal of 
the obstacles to peace. For, just as, in the case of individuals, guilt 
of conscience is the greatest obstacle to peace of mind and heart, so 
in the generality of mankind, the violation of God’s law is no foundation 
on which to build a structure of harmony and concord. As long as 
men and nations continue to ignore God and to serve mammon and 
Satan, they cannot hope to enjoy that true peace which God alone has 
power to give, and which He gives only to those who love and serve 
Him. 

As for ourselves, if we wish to possess within our own hearts that 
“peace which the world cannot give,” we must first remove any obstacles 
to that peace which may burden our conscience, and then make sure 
that we are fighting definitely and wholeheartedly under the standard 
of Christ, and not trying to do the impossible thing of serving both 
Christ and Satan. Our Lord has told us very plainly: “No man can 
serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, 
or else he will stand by the one and despise the other. You cannot 
serve God and mammon” (Matt. vi. 24). 

But if we are among those happy Christians who hunger and 
thirst for the deeper realities of the spiritual life, we will not be content 
with the mere external practice of our religion or the avoidance of 
sin. Rather, we will seek to drink more deeply from the fountains 
of Divine life by frequent participation in the Mass and the sacraments, 
by prayer and the practice of true Christian virtue, by listening to 
sermons and reading good books — in. short, by making a good use 
of the many means to attain both temporal and eternal happiness 
which our Lord Jesus Christ provides for those who love Him. In 
us will then be realized the words which David the psalmist wrote 
from the fulness of his heart: “Oh, taste and see that the Lord is sweet; 
blessed is the man that hopeth in him” (Ps. xxxiii. 9), — not only 
during our sojourn here below, but also and especially in the life 
to come, when we receive our reward for faithfully fighting under 
the standard of Jesus Christ. 

And we will strive, too, to make our Catholic Faith a vital in- 
fluence for good all around us, by good example and by application 
of its noble principles, as well as by a prudent initiative in striving to 
* enkindle it in the souls of others who are not so fortunate as we in 
having received it as our heritage. 








We Shall Light Seven Lamps 
2. The Lamp of TRUTH 


Ie To de 


AST month we started to light the SEVEN lamps 
which are needed to illuminate the mind and in- 
flame the heart when the work of erecting a new 
temple to the glory of God is undertaken. Sacrifice, 
we said, was the first lamp to be lighted, and we 
have reasons to believe that its flame is already glow- 
ing brightly in many hearts for the honor of our 
Hidden God; for many of our dear readers have as- 
sured us that they will bring sacrifices to assist in 
the rearing of the permanent Sanctuary of Perpetual 
Adoration in honor of the Holy Spirit in Kansas 
City, Missouri. 
“T had this money laid aside for some- 
thing else,’’ writes one subscriber, “but 


when I read your magazine I could not help 
but send it to you for your chapel.” 


Another writes: “As I see your appeal 
for funds for your chapel, and my sister 
sent me some money for my birthday to get 
things I need, I am going to send part of it 
for your building fund.” 





And still another: ‘I am enclosing a check toward your 
fund for the new chapel of Perpetual Adoration in Kansas 
City. My husband and I did not give each other a Christmas 
gift this year, but decided to give this to our Eucharistic King 
instead.” 

The second lamp to be lighted is that of TRUTH. Jesus in the 
Blessed Sacrament is Eternal Truth, dwelling in the midst of a world 
shrouded in the darkness of error and unbelief. From His altars and 
tabernacles He diffuses the rays of His Light, but alas! there are 
millions of people whose hearts are not open to receive them. Of 
Him in the Blessed Sacrament may now be said what St. John said 
of Him at the time of His incarnation: “He was in the world, and the 
world was made through Him, and the world knew Him not. He came 
unto His own and His own received Him not” (John i. 10-11). If the 
Divine Heart of Jesus was pierced with sorrow at being thus rejected 
and unrecognized at the time of His incarnation, how great must be 
His sorrow now, after nearly twenty centuries, to be still unknown, 
unrecognized and unloved. by the greater part of mankind! 

It is especially through the Blessed Sacrament that He wishes 
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to draw souls to Himself. Every altar erected for Him becomes for 
Him a new means of manifesting Himself to the world, a new channel 
for the distribution of His graces, a new center of activity (if we may 
sd speak) from which He may dispel the darkness of error and diffuse 
the light of Truth. Every altar is likewise a new center where loving 
souls may gather around Him and offer Him reparation for the cold- 
ness and ingratitude of so many souls. The zeal of devoted Catholics 
in Kansas City to join the Sisters in offering hours of adoration proves 
that this Sanctuary will be truly such a center of reparation. Oh, let 
us then, by prayer and sacrifice, make haste to light the lamp of 
TRUTH by helping to build a larger and more worthy sanctuary in 
Kansas City, where He may be a beacon light of Truth to many souls! 

The Holy Spirit, to whom the sanctuary in Kansas City is dedi- 
cated, is likewise the SPIRIT OF TRUTH. When Jesus was about to 
leave the world to ascend to His Heavenly Father, He comforted His 
sorrowing disciples with this promise: “I will ask the Father and 
He will give you another Paraclete to dwell with you forever, the 
Spirit of Truth whom the world cannot receive, because it neither 
sees Him nor knows Him” (John xiv. 17). This Paraclete, Jesus said, 
would enlighten their minds so that they would be able to understand 
all that He Himself had taught them. The sad state of the world in 
our present day bears eloquent witness to its need of the Divine Spirit 
of Truth! Error and falsehood are being spread everywhere. Millions 
of souls are ignorant of the truths of the Catholic Faith. Millions 
do not believe in the Real Presence of Jesus in the Sacred Host. Great 
numbers are led into error and sin, and are lost eternally instead of 
being the glory and the joy of God forever in heaven. 

The Holy Spirit operates in union with our Divine Savior in the 
Blessed Sacrament to draw souls to the light of Truth and to inflame 
them with the fire of Charity. Before ascending the altar to offer the 
Holy Sacrifice, Catholic priests throughout the world ask God each 
day to send forth His Light and His Truth... Yes, from every altar 
of the Catholic Church the Light and Truth of God stream forth as 
rays from a great lighthouse, guiding souls across the dangerous sea 
of life to the safe harbor of eternity. The heart of every Catholic 
should burn with zeal to spread the light of God’s Truth, to counteract 
the work of Satan, the father of lies. By helping to build a new 
Sanctuary of Perpetual Adoration in Kansas City, you will cause the 
Light of Truth to shine into many souls, and to extend the reign of 
Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament, who Himself has told us that He is 
the “Way, and the Truth and the Life,” and that no one can come 
to the Father but through Him. (John xiv. 6.) 
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First Centenary of Benedictinism in the 
United States 


1 

IME never stands still. Its swift passing brings, 
1M in 1946, the one-hundredth anniversary of Bene- 
dictinism in the United States, the first seed of 
which was planted at Latrobe, Pennsylvania by 
the Rev. Boniface Wimmer, O.S.B. Like the 
ceaseless progress of time, these years have been 
years of growth for the Order, which has been 
spread throughout the nation and from there 
has reached out to Canada, the Bahamas, the 
Philippines and China, to carry Benedictine life 
and ideals to them also. 

Eighteen persons, four of whom were theological students and four- 
teen prospective brothers, formed the pioneer group led by Father 
Boniface, which arrived in the United States on September 15, 1846. 
Their purpose in leaving the Abbey of Metten, Germany, and coming 
to America was to minister to the spiritual needs of the German immi- 
grants, many of whom were in danger of losing their faith on account 
of the lack of priests who spoke their language. These courageous 
men settled first at Carrolltown, Pennsylvania, but soon afterward, find- 
ing the land untillable and the prospects of establishing a future monas- 
tery there anything but promising, upon the advice of the bishop of 
Pittsburgh, selected a new site which lay about forty miles east of 
Pittsburgh. This is the present site of St. Vincent’s Archabbey, Latrobe, 
Pennsylvania. 

Poverty was the foundation-stone of the new monastery. An un- 
plastered, one-story brick school-building, with roof unfinished, was 
converted into a home for the enterprising missionaries. On October 
24, 1846, a date that will ever stand out in the history of Benedictinism 
in America, the students and fourteen prospective brothers were clothed 
by Dom Boniface with the religious habit of St. Benedict. That day 
too witnessed the beginning in America of the uninterrupted chanting 
of the Divine Office, the “Work of God” prescribed by St. Benedict. 


A brick church, parsonage and school-building were then erected, 
and in 1885 the Pope raised this first Benedictine monastery to the 
rank of an Abbey, with Father Boniface as its first Abbot. The follow- 
ing year it was possible to send a small group of monks to College- 
ville, Minnesota, where they established the present St. John’s Abbey. 
A year later a monastery was founded at Atchison, Kansas, and the 
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ten-year-old St. Vincent’s Abbey became the mother of the American 
Cassinese Congregation of Benedictines. Its daughterhouses today in- 
clude fifteen abbeys, which, besides the two just mentioned, are as 
follows: St. Mary’s Abbey, Newark, N. J.; Belmont Abbey, Belmont, 
N. C.; St. Bernard’s Abbey, Cullman, Ala.; St. Procopius’ Abbey, 
Lisle, Ill.; Holy Cross Abbey, Canon City, Colo.; St. Bede’s Abbey, 
Peru, Ill.; St. Leo’s Abbey, St. Leo, Fla.; St. Peter’s Abbey, Muenster, 
Sask., Canada; St. Martin’s Abbey, Lacey, Wash.; St. Anselm’s Abbey, 
Manchester, N. H.; St. Andrew’s Abbey, Cleveland, Ohio; St. Gregory’s 
Abbey, Shawnee, Okla.; and Assumption Abbey, Richardton, N. Dak. 

In 1895 St. Vincent’s received the honor and dignity of being made 
an Archabbey. The beautiful church attached to the Abbey was con- 
secrated in 1905. The members of the community today number two 
hundred and forty religious. Their principal work has always been 
in the field of education and ministering to souls in parish work. The 
college with an enrollment of thirteen students in 1849 has grown into 
an institution of the first rank and comprises a seminary, a complete 
liberal arts college and a preparatory school of high scholastic standing. 

Besides the Cassinese Congregation whose history we have briefly 
sketched, American Benedictines have established also the so-called 
Swiss Congregation. There are also an English and a German branch. 
The Swiss-American Congregation comprises five Abbeys, founded from 
the Abbeys of Einsiedeln and Engelberg, in Switzerland, which are: 
St. Meinrad’s Abbey, St. Meinrad, Ind.; Conception Abbey, Conception, 
Mo.; St. Benedict’s Abbey, New Subiaco, Ark.; St. Joseph’s Abbey, St. 
Benedict, La.; and Mt. Angel Abbey, St. Benedict, Oregon. The two 
first mentioned have established priories at Aurora, Il]. and Benet Lake, 
Wis., respectively; and the last mentioned, a priory at Vancouver, B. C. 

The English Benedictines from. Fort Augustus, Scotland are repre- 
sented by St. Gregory’s Priory, Portsmouth, R. I. and St. Anselm’s 
Priory, Washington, D. C. The German Missionary Benedictines, ori- 
ginating from St. Ottilien, in Germany, founded the Little Flower 
Monastery, Newton, N. J. in 1924 and later a mission house in Schuyler, 
Nebraska. There is also a community at St. Paul’s Priory, Keyport, 
N. J., established in 1941 from the German abbeys of Maria Laach and 
St. Joseph in Coesfeld. 

Every Benedicine monastery takes prides in its liturgical func- 
tions, which are worthy of the homage due to God. The monks at- 
tached to the various abbeys have always been zealous laborers in the 
parishes assigned to them in their dioceses and have carried the Bene- 
dictine spirit and idealism to the people to whom they minister. Bene- 
dictine monks have the care of souls in 264 churches, missions and 
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stations throughout the nation and serve as chaplains in many institu- 
tions. Mission work is done also among the Indians and Negroes. 
Benedictine monks in the United States conduct 9 colleges and 8 major 
seminaries, 7 minor seminaries, and 16 high schools. There are 6 
novitiates and 2 scholasticates connected with the Abbeys. A recent 
survey gives the number of Benedictine priests at 1,304. Besides 
apostolic labors, another noteworthy apostolate carried on is the pub- 
lication of periodicals which carry the Benedictine spirit and idealism 
into Catholic family and social life. 

We cannot conclude ths brief account of the growth of the Order 
in the United States without mentioning also the Benedictine Lay- 
Brothers, who form an important part of every monastic family. The 
Brothers perform the domestic duties and carry on the various crafts 
of the monastery, sanctifying themselves by a life in conformity to the 
Holy Rule. These number some 363 members in the various monasteries. 


Sisters of St. Benedict 


Likewise our sketch would not be complete if we failed to men- 
tion the Sisters of St. Benedict, and their important contribution to 
the life and culture of the United States. Founded by St. Scholastica, 
the twin sister of St. Benedict, the female branch of the Order has 
flourished side by side with the order of monks, and has rendered 
valuable services to the Church in every age and country. There are 
in the United States at the present time about 95 Benedictine convents, 
with a total membership exceeding 5,385. The Sisters follow the same 
Rule of St. Benedict as the monks. Their work lies chiefly in the 
fields of education and nursing, although they are active also in many 
other branches, including music, art, literature, the making of church 
vestments, and various handicrafts. 

Statistics list 8 colleges, 2 normal and 2 commercial schools, an 
industrial school, 25 academies and 44 high schools conducted by Bene- 
dictine Sisters, in addition to some 365 parochial schools, 30 summer 
vacation schools and 1 summer camp under their direction. There 
are 25 hospitals and 10 nurses’ training schools, and other institutions 
such as orphanages, homes for the aged, etc. under the supervision of 
the Benedictine Sisters. In most of the Benedictine convents, the 
Monastic Office is daily recited in choir. Besides the so-called active 
apostolate, there is also the spiritual apostolate of prayer, which is the 
chief work of our own Congregation of Perpetual Adoration, consisting 
at present of four houses, represented in the dioceses of St. Joseph and 
Kansas City, Missouri, in the archdiocese of Chicago, Illinois, and in 
the diocese of Tucson, Arizona. The Sisters of this Congregation do 
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not conduct schools nor hospitals, but engage in various activities within 
the confines of their own convents. 


Secular Oblates 


But the Rule of St. Benedict extends its sanctifying influence not 
only to the religious of the Order who have dedicated their lives to 
God’s service under its guidance; it reaches out beyond the confines 
of monasteries and convents to men and women whose lot is cast amid 
the distracting influence of the world. Thousands of fervent Catholics, 
desirous of living more God-pleasing lives, have availed themselves 
of the privilege of becoming Secular Oblates, by affiliating themselves 
with a Benedictine monastery by a formal act of self-oblation. In 
so doing they adopt the Rule of St. Benedict as their guide, and dis- 
tinguish themselves from ordinary Christians by greater detachment 
from the world, greater fidelity to spiritual exercises and prayer, and 
greater assiduity in the pursuit of Christian virtues. They lend their 
support to the work of the monastery to which they are attached and 
at the same time have their own merits increased by sharing in the 
spiritual works of the monastery. Practically every Benedictine monas- 
tery has a representative group of Secular Oblates. 

What Is Benedictine Life? 

It may now be asked: Just what is the Benedictine spirit and 
idealism? What are the fundamental ideas underlying the work of 
St. Benedict and of his sons and daughters? Other religious orders 
seem to have some particular field of endeavor assigned to them — 
teaching, hospital work, care of the poor, missionary work, etc., but 
what about the work of the Benedictine Order? 

The answer is: Benedictine life is simply the higher life incul- 
cated by the Gospel, the following of the counsels which Our Lord 
pointed out as the means to perfection. St. Benedict has taken these 
principles and codified them in his Rule, establishing a religious life 
wherein members of a community live together as one large family, 
the father of which is the Abbot. To cement the bonds of family life 
the monks bind themselves by a special vow of stability in a particular 
Abbey. Besides this vow a Benedictine takes the usual religious vows 
of poverty, chastity and obedience, and a fifth vow, that of the conver- 
sion of his manners or morals — which binds him to labor for a more 
complete reformation of his life and to strive for an ever higher degree 
of virtue. The family spirit is fostered by the practice of fraternal 
charity, by the various community exercises, and by prayer in common, 
in the chanting of the Divine Office in choir. The first place is given 
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A tender devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary 
is one of the precious legacies of St. Benedict and St. Scholastica 
to their spiritual sons and daughters. 


to this “Work of God,” the Church’s official liturgical worship, to which, 
as St. Benedict prescribes, nothing shall be preferred. This has been 
the real and first apostolate of Benedictines. It has been the most 
eloquent and lasting work of the Benedictine Order from its foundation. 

But there are two parts to the Benedictine motto: Ora et labora 
— “Pray and work!” As in every well-regulated family work must 
have its place, so labor is prescribed in the Rule of St. Benedict for 
all the monks, its kind and nature being dictated by love for God 
and charity to others, according to the needs and circumstances of 
time and place. Thus we find Benedictines engaged in every form of 
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work, and we can point to Benedictine popes and bishops, missionaries 
and agriculturists, architects, artists, musicians, and especially scholars 
and teachers. The work of teaching has always held a high place 
among the activities of St. Benedict’s children, and to it has been due 
in large measure much of the world’s progress and civilization. Obedi- 
ence decides for the individual monk the particular field 0’ !abor in 
which he is to engage, for the Abbot, like the father of a family, as- 
signs to each his special tasks and office. 

The reward of such a life in a Benedictine family with its “Ora 
et Labora” is expressed in another Benedictine motto, PAX — “Peace,” 
— God-given and God-like peace, a treasure of the soul beyond price, 
which must be experienced to be cherished, a peace that is the calm 
and tranquil reflection in the soul of the religious of the union with 
God which is to constitute his eternal felicity. Father Faber sums up 
the Benedictine life in saying: “The special gifts of St. Benedict are 
peace, freedom of heart, and sweet simplicity. The hearts of his chil- 
dren, sanctified by incessant labor, are yet inebriated with the peace 
of prayer.” 

Benedictine life according to the Rule of the great patriarch, St. 
Benedict, has come down in unbroken succession through the ages, 
and its history is all but co-extensive with that of the Church itself, 
the Order having been established only four centuries later. And 
tradition says that St. Benedict was assured by God that his Order 
would last to the end of time and render great services to the Church 
in the latter days even as in the first. The world today has sore need 
of the spirit and ideals of the great St. Benedict. His sons and daugh- 
ters, both those bound by monastic vows and those who live in the 
world as Secular Oblates, will never cease to strive to bring that spirit 
to our sickly civilization, so that its tottering steps may be guided back 
to God and to true peace. 


The shortage of religious vocations, so widespread at the present 
time, has made itself felt also in our Benedictine monasteries and con- 
vents, and we ask our dear readers to help us pray that God will “send 
many laborers into His vineyard,” to make possible the continuance of 
the Benedictine apostolate and its expansion for the greater glory of 
God and the good of souls. 

Especially do we make this plea in behalf of our own Congregation 
of Perpetual Adoration, and cordially invite young ladies of good 
character (no special education is required) to join the ranks of our 
Sister-Adorers. A copy of our explanatory brochure, “The Eucharistic 
Adorer,” will be sent free upon request to such as are interested in 
joining our community. 
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Efficacy of Prayer for the Poor Souls 
in Purgatory 
a at on Daal 


N THE Imitation of Christ we meet with the fol- 
lowing words on the subject of prayers for the 
dead: “Full of love and charity, we ought to 
remember in our prayers the souls of all the 
faithful departed, but particularly the souls of 
our parents, friends and relations, and those who 
have been our benefactors on earth. For that 
is a work of real love and charity. As we en- 

™ tertain the most earnest hopes that we shall be 
remembered when we have departed this life, we 
ought to make every effort in our power to assist them to arrive speedily 
at their promised abode of bliss, and by our prayers shorten the weary 
days of their pilgrimage in purgatory. But we must remember that 
everyone who actively assists in the deliverance of those poor souls 
gains for himself the greatest advantages. By offering his prayers for 
their eternal repose, he by no means loses the fruit of those prayers, for 
they are accredited to him and are there before him when his turn comes 
to die. Moreover, one is rewarded even in this life for such prayers — 
one feels a certain consolation, a certain peace of mind, after having 
offered up fervent prayers for the dead. For all must know — be the 
time long or short — that they must go the way of all flesh, and 
perhaps be obliged soon to undergo the same torments which the poor 
souls in purgatory are now enduring. Let us pray, then, for our dearly 
beloved dead, for we must soon follow them; let us pray for them, 
that they also may pray for us in our need, but let our prayers be 
fervent and full of devotion and attention.” 

A pious bishop once had a dream in which he saw a youth draw- 
ing a woman out of a deep well by means of a golden hook, which 
was fastened to the end of a silver cord. What was his surprise, on 
the following morning, when he walked through the cemetery, to see 
the same youth he had seen in his dream of the previous night kneel- 
ing by a grave! “What are you doing there, my young friend?” the 
bishop asked. “Most reverend Sir, I am offering up a Pater Noster 
and the psalm Miserere for the soul of my departed mother.” The 
bishop immediately saw the meaning of his dream. 

Alexis of Salo, a holy priest, writes thus: “One of my favorite 
practices, when I am very anxious to obtain a favor, is this:— I fold 
my arms in the form of a cross on my breast, and repeat five Our 
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Fathers and five Hail Marys for the repose of the souls in purgatory; 
and I truly affirm that by these simple means I have obtained many 
favors and graces for myself, as well as for others. In the midst of 
my greatest sufferings and annoyances, I have thrown myself on my 
knees and appealed to the souls in purgatory, as to a sure and certain 
place of refuge; I seemed, as it were, to travel through purgatory in 
haste, and to recommend myself to those pious souls. And every time 
my prayers have been heard.” 

Besides the Our Father and the Hail Mary, a most efficacious 
prayer for the dead is the well-known psalm De Profundis, which the 
Church has dedicated especially to this purpose. The celebrated chan- 
cellor of England, St. Thomas More, used to assemble all the members 
of his household every evening in order to say night prayers in common, 
and he always concluded them by the recital of the De Profundis. 

In reciting this psalm, let us consider that we are taking the place 
of these abandoned souls, and speak the words in their name. Let us 
acquire the habit of repeating this psalm very often, particularly when 
we go to bed, for the bed naturally brings to our mind the thought of 
the bier, which will be our last bed upon earth; and again, in the 
morning when we arise from our bed, and as it were from the grave. 
Further, we might repeat this prayer every time we see a fire, which 
could so easily be made a reminder to us of the poor souls condemned 
to purgatory; or when we hear a clock striking the hour, which may 
perhaps announce a death or burial; or lastly, whenever we pass a 
cemetery. 

To this prayer is generally added the short prayer which the faith- 
ful so constantly make use of: “May the souls of the faithful de- 
parted, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.” This short 
psalm cannot be too often repeated. As a drop of water often falling 
would finally make up a stream, so the constant repetition of this 
prayer, if said with fervor, will not fail to mitigate the great consuming 
flames of purgatory, for in addition to its supplicatory value, there is 
also attached an indulgence of three years each time it is said and a 
plenary indulgence once a month after confession, Communion, visit 
to a church and prayer for the Pope’s intentions. 

St. Paul says love never ceases (1 Cor. xiii. 8); therefore, those 
who really love each other can never forget one another, not even in 
death. Let us, therefore, make use of this simple, agreeable and most 
certain means — prayer — to assist the poor souls in purgatory. And 
let us make use of it frequently, assiduously and perseveringly. 


The De Profundis and many other beautiful prayers are given in 
our booklet, “Assist the Souls in Purgatory.” Price, 10¢ 
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The Apostles’ Creed 
ARTICLE XII — LIFE EVERLASTING 
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| \ ye HAVE now come to the twelfth and last article of the Apostles” 
Creed — LIFE EVERLASTING. Each one of these articles has 
been, so to say, a lofty peak in a range of twelve mountains, 
which we have scaled one by one, by steep ascents and winding paths, 
often with difficulty and fatigue, guided by the Holy Spirit and sus- 
tained by His helping grace. Confronted now by the last, and perhaps 
the most difficult and sublime, we stand as it wer> appalled by the 
greatness of the task before us. Yet, trusting in the help and 
guidance of the same Holy Spirit, we begin this last ascent with a 
fervent and humble prayer that He may grant us the necessary light 
and inspiration to complete in a worthy manner the great task under- 
taken for the glory of the Triune God and for the enlightenment 
and sanctification of souls. 

The twelfth article forms a fitting climax to all the others, for it 
is, so to say, the shining zoal toward which the others have led the 
way. In the first article we considered our creation by Almighty God, 
a work appropriated especially to God the Father, the First Person 
of the Blessed Trinity; in this last we shall consider our return to 
Him from whom we came, and our enjoyment with Him (as we hope) 
of that life of everlasting blessedness which He destined for all men 
when He created them to His own image and likeness. In the second 
to seventh articles we considered the work of Redemption by our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Second Person of the Blessed Trinity, which finds 
its crown in the attainment of everlasting bliss by those whom He 
redeemed. In the eighth, ninth and tenth we considered the work 
of our sanctification by the Holy Spirit, the Third Person of the 
adorable Trinity, a work which likewise finds its crowning in the 
attainment of everlasting life in heaven by those whom He has sancti- 
fied. The eleventh article, which told of the general resurrection 
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and the reunion of the souls and bodies of men, served as an immediate 
preparation for the crowning doctrine of the twelfth, which tells of 
mankind’s state after the resurrection. 

As we have seen, the life beyond the grave presents two alternatives 
— eternal happiness or eternal woe. The term “life everlasting’ 
applies not only to the life of the blessed in heaven, but also to the 
never-ending existence of the reprobate in hell. Hence, the twelfth 
article teaches us not only of the glorious life of eternal beatitude 
which God has prepared for those who have served Him faithfully 
during life, or at least have died in His love and friendship, but also 
of the dreadful alternative of everlasting punishment awaiting those 
who, having despised His doctrines and scorned His commandments, 
died unrepentant. 

The saints and spiritual writers tell us that there is nothing more 
salutary for our souls than to reflect on the everlasting joys of heaven 
and the eternal pains of hell. Fittingly, then, the Apostles’ Creed 
concludes with such a reflection, as if to leave uppermost in our minds 
the thought of our eternal destiny. Let us, then, take up the thread 
of thought where we left off in the explanation of the 11th article, 
and consider, first, the fate of the damned in the dismal abode of hell, 
and finally the bliss of the saints in heaven, among whom we hope 
one day to be numbered, if we faithfully co-operate with God’s grace 
until death. 


The Existence of Hell, an Article of Faith 


Hell, as we learned from our catechism, is the place to which 
those are condemned who die in the state of mortal sin, in which they 
are deprived forever of the sight of God and suffer dreadful torments 
throughout eternity. Before the general resurrection, the soul suffers 
these torments alone; after the resurrection the body is reunited with 
the soul and shares in its eternal misery. Hell is the prison of God’s 
avenging justice, the center of all evil, the land of eternal despair. 
The life of the damned in hell is called by Holy Scripture a “second 
death’: “But as for the cowardly and unbelieving, and abominable 
and murderers, and fornicators and sorcerers, and idolaters and all 
liars, their portion shall be in the pool that burns with fire and brim- 
stone, which is the second death’”’ (Apoc. xxi. 8). However, the repro- 
bate shall not be able to die, though they suffer the agonies of death 
increased a thousandfold. 

It is common today, among unbelievers, to regard the existence of 
hell as a myth, invented for the purpose of inspiring people with fright, 
just as a mother frightens her little ones with the threat of the “bogey 
man” if they are not well-behaved. This, however, is a fatal error, 
and is one of the clever means which the devil employs for the ruin 
of souls. For the thought of hell is indeed a powerful deterrent to 
the commission of sin and an encouragement to a virtuous life. If, 
then, the devil can make souls believe that there is no hell, he is quite 
sure of winning the final victory over them. 

The doctrine of hell may be rejected, but its truth can never be 
disproved. Even if thousands, yes, millions, refuse to believe in its 
existence, that fact will not extinguish its flames. A murderer may 
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be hanged even though he refuses to believe there is such a thing 
as capital punishment. For Catholics, the existence of hell is an article 
of faith which all are bound to accept along with all the other teach- 
ings of God’s infallible Church. He who refuses to do so is no longer 
a Catholic but a heretic. 

The Church has repeatedly defined the existence of hell, and has 
declared it to be a place of eternal punishment, where the wicked shall 
be tormented together with the devils. She cannot do otherwise, for 
it is her solemn duty to propound the doctrines which Christ has 
committed to her. Holy Scripture and Tradition likewise give such 
clear and conclusive evidence of the existence of hell that there can 
be no room for doubt. Indeed, no other dogma has a more solid 
Biblical basis. Our Lord Himself declared this truth no less than 
fifteen times, as if to impress it deeply and indelibly upon all His fol- 
lowers. The following are but a few of His words recorded in Holy 
Scripture: — 

“Depart from Me, accursed ones, into everlasting fire which was 
prepared for the devil and his angels...’’ (Matt. xxv. 41). “It is better 
for thee to enter into life maimed, than, having two hands, to go into 
hell, into the unquenchable fire, ‘where their worm dies not and the 
fire is not quenched’ ” (Mark ix. 42, 43, reiterated in verses 44, 45, 46 
and 47). ‘“‘Whosoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit never has 
forgiveness, but will be guilty of an everlasting sin’? (Mark iii. 29). 
“But the children of the kingdom will be put forth into the darkness 
outside; there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth’’ (Matt. viii. 12). 

The Apostles of Christ taught the same doctrine. St. Paul, speak- 
ing of the coming of Christ at the Last Judgment and the punishment 
of the wicked, says: “‘These will be punished with eternal ruin, away 
from the face of the Lord and the glory of His power. . .”” (2 Thess. i. 
9). St. Jude referring to the punishment of heretics, calls them 
“wandering stars, for whom the storm of darkness has been reserved 
forever” (v. 13). St. Matthew, speaking of the reprobate at the last 
judgment, says: “And these will go into everlasting punishment” 
(xxv. 46). These, and many other texts, leave no doubt as to the 
existence of hell and its eternal duration. 

Even reason argues in favor of the existence of hell, where a just 
punishment is meted out to those who have grievously offended God 
and died without repentance. The system of punishments in our own 
civil and social life also demonstrates the need of a place where such vio- 
lations of God’s laws are punished. Our reformatories, jails and prisons 
are standing witnesses to the punishment of crime. Every human 
organization and institution has its system of penalties for the viola- 
tion of its rules and regulations. Should not then the Divine Lawgiver 
also inflict punishment on transgressors of His laws, in keeping with 
the nature of the offense committed? 


Why an ETERNAL Punishment? 


“Well and good,” the objectors may say; “‘we admit that God has 
a right to punish sinners, but it is not just that He should inflict an 
eternal punishment. Is it not unjust to punish eternally an act which 
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it took only a few minutes or a few hours to commit? Is it not contrary 
to justice to punish a few years of sin with an eternity of punishment? 
And how can God, who is infinitely good and merciful, condemn any 
creature to eternal torments?” 

This is indeed a mystery, and one which, without the light of 
faith, it would be difficult for us to fathom. It must be remembered, 
in the first place, that an offense is punished according to the gravity 
of its nature, and not according to the length of time it took to commit. 
To commit a murder may require only a brief space of time, but it 
is punished, nevertheless, by life imprisonment or even by death. 
Similar it is with other crimes. Now, mortal sin is an infinite offense 
because it is an injury to an infinite being, God; and therefore it 
requires infinite satisfaction. If such satisfaction is not made during 
life through the merits of Christ, by the means provided by God, the 
sin must be punished after death until satisfaction is made. But 
after death the sinner can no longer make satisfaction for mortal sin, 
and therefore his punishment must last as long as his sin lasts — 
namely, for all eternity. “The guilt,’ says St. Thomas, “remains for- 
ever, for it cannot be remitted without grace, and after death man 
can no longer acquire grace. The punishment therefore must last 


as long as the guilt lasts.’ 
God is substantial holiness and justice. Therefore, as He loves 


virtue forever He also hates sin forever, and punishes it even as He 
rewards virtue. ‘The damned,’ says St. Alphonsus, ‘are obstinate in 
evil; they love their sin at the very time that they suffer the punishment 
due to it. Why, then, should God deliver them from punishment when 
they continue to love their iniquities? And how can He remit the 
sins of the damned when they are so obstinate in hatred against Him 
that, were He to offer His pardon and friendship, they would reject 


the offer?’ 
By mortal sin, a man is separated from God, with whom he must 


be united ds the branch is united to the vine if he is to share in His 
eternal life. After death, this union, if it be broken, cannot be re- 
established, because then the night will have come in which no man 
can work. (John ix. 4.) 

If only a temporal and not an eternal punishment had awaited 
mankind after the fall of Adam, it would not have been necessary 
for the Son of God to accomplish the Redemption, for men would have 
been able of themselves to render satisfaction for temporal punish- 
ment. If there were no hell from which to save sinners, His Passion 
and Death would have been unnecessary, since men could have gained 
heaven without this satisfaction on His part. But we know that this 
was not the case. 

Moreover, the glory of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, demands 
that He should triumph over the wicked for all eternity. His victory 
over the enemies of His kingdom must be perfect and therefore eternal. 
Now, if Lucifer and the fallen angels, and with them the reprobate 
children of Adam, could one day, even after the space of millions of 
years, join the company of Jesus Christ and His saints, and share 
in their happiness and glory, the victory of Christ would be only 
temporary and therefore incomplete. To be continued 


See 
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Pathways ta ae 


Continued 


From the inspiring book entitled JESUS, by the Most Rev. Luis 
Martinez, Archbishop of Mexico, published by “La Cruz.” Translated 
from the Spanish, with the permission of the author. 


Or OeOe 


UT let us penetrate still further into this mystery of love 
and mercy. Let us see which are the most frequent causes 
of our inquietudes. It is not rarely that we become dis- 
turbed, thinking: “Did I commit such and such a fault? 

Will these temptations be dispelled? Do I stand well with God? Am 
I on the right path? Will my superiors send me to a different place 
or occupation? Have I lost the confidence and esteem in which I was . 
held by my superiors?” If I am ill: — “Will I be cured?” And if 
I am healthy: “Will I get sick?” etc., etc. I should never end were I 
to make a complete catalogue of all our anxieties; each one may com- 
plete it for himself. Ordinarily we are disturbed over the happenings 
to come as well as those which are past. 

Very well, then, all these events that disturb me, are they un- 
known to the loving Providence of God? By no means. If not a 
single*hair falls from our head without the will of the Father, is it 
possible that I should have temptations, become ill, or be changed 
from one place or occupation to another, etc., etc., without Our Lord 
knowing and permitting it? Could it be possible that any one of 
those events were foreign to His will and Providence?) Was Our 
Lord distracted when He determined that such a thing should happen 
to us? Or, being attentive and solicitous toward us, could He not 
have prevented what happened? Or did His love suffer an eclipse 
during which such a disgrace took place? 

No, a thousand times, no! What does happen is that we forget 
that God disposes or permits all things, that there is not an event 
unknown to His Providence and that our entire life is guided and 
governed by Our Lord. 

When we become disturbed, it is ordinarily because of one of 
these reasons, or because we are not pleased with what has happened, 
and we are unwilling to accept it and resign ourselves, or because 
we would like to know the consequences beforehand, whether they 
will be for good or for evil. “Will this that has happened to me bring 
on complications? Is it not perhaps the first link in a chain of suf- 
ferings and adversities?” 
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We forget that all these things are disposed by God; we forget 
that we are not alone, that we are borne in Divine arms, and that those 
arms not only protect us in all that may happen, — as a mother pro- 
tects her beloved child — but that they are the very arms that manage 
the world, that dispose or permit all the happenings of life. If we 
are in such hands, protected by such love, oh, is it not folly to fear? 

At times we are attracted by the peace enjoyed by the saints: 
“Oh, how is it possible that the saints, in the midst of so many vicis- 
situdes and such painful trials, succeeded in preserving their peace?” 
But to me it seems more strange that Christians having faith should 
be filled with disquietude, because to preserve peace one thing would 
suffice: to live by faith; above all, to believe in the consoling dogma 
of the love of God and of His solicitous and constant Providence. 
We should need nothing more. 

What is coming tomorrow? What will happen to me during 
this year? Will it be better or worse than the past. . .? Oh, idle 
questions, useless presentiments; I know but one thing: that today, as 
yesterday, — that tomorrow, as today, — that this year as in the 
year past, God loves me, and He loves me as my heart so craves. . . 
nay, more, much more than I dare long for. I know only that in this 
year as in the past, I shall continue living in the arms and in the 
Heart of Jesus, and that He, with an incomparable solicitude, will 
direct each and every one of the events of my life. I know only that 
not a single hair of my head shall fall without the will of the Father, 
without the designs of Jesus, and that all that may happen to me is 
perfectly ordained for my good and for my happiness. 

And thus I need not that anyone should wish me happiness in the 
new year. I already have happiness in my heart. If I become ill, 
if I am persecuted, if I die... incidents without importance! At their 
depths, all these things shall contribute to consolidate my peace and 
to augment my happiness. That is why I rest tranquilly in the arms 
and in the Heart of Jesus; that is why I feel in the innermost of my 
heart an echo of the song of Bethlehem: “Glory to God in the highest 
and peace on earth to men of good will”; that is why there resound 
in my soul the tenderest accents of the farewell of Jesus: “My peace 
I leave you... My peace I give you...” 

Let us call to mind a little anecdote about Julius Cesar. He was 
crossing the Adriatic Sea in a boat when suddenly the wind was let 
loose and the waves became furious. The captain trembled and wavered. 
Julius Caesar haughtily rebuked him: “Quid times? Caesarem portas 
— Why do you fear? You are bearing Cesar!” (As if Cesar had 


the power to fetter the winds and to calm the waves!) 
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Now let us reflect on this still more beautiful phrase: “Why do 
you fear? You are borne by Jesus! Jesus guides you, Jesus carries 
you in His arms, Jesus bears you in His Heart!” Thus an active living 
faith, above all in the consoling and most sweet dogma of the love 
Our Lord has toward us, is one of the straight and sure paths for ' 
arriving at peace. If God loves me, if He watches over me constantly, 
if His Heart, in Its loving solicitude, is not ignorant of any of the 
events of my life, I can and ought to live in peace. 

But, it may be objected: Does the love of God and His Provi- 
dence really influence all the details of our life? Perchance our liberty 
— that glorious and at the same time terrible gift that God has made 
us, — snatches, so to say, from God’s hands the events and destinies 
of life and places on them the seal of inquietude by converting them 
into instruments of disgrace? For it can easily be understood that 
certain happenings of life are disposed by God: that we are in this 
place, or in another, in health or illness, in dryness, or filled with 
consolations; but there are others of which it is difficult for us to think 
the same: the persecution of the Church, for example. Is this also 
providential? Is it not contrary to the love of God? 

And there is something still more difficult to reconcile with the 
loving Providence of God, — our faults, our sins... How is it pos- 
sible that, being in God’s arms, we should commit faults and stray and 
go by crooked paths? Is it possible that one can sin in the arms and 
in the Heart of God? Why does Our Lord permit falls, and above all, 
certain falls? There are some which, because of being light or less 
humiliating or of small consequence, we pass over easily; but there 
are others which disconcert us, which seem to change our life... “O 
Lord, how couldst Thou permit such a grievous thing? Did not that 
moment of my life escape Thee?” 

The Apostle St. Paul gives us in this respect a teaching very con- 
cise and enlightening: “Diligentibus Deum omnia cooperantur in 
bonum — For those who love God all things work together unto good” 
(Rom. viii. 28). In this brief statement the Apostle sums up a series 
of teachings which he gives in the Epistle to the Romans. He illustrates 
how all creatures, even the inanimate, are aspiring for the liberty of 
the children of God. That is, he shows how the entire creation is 
interested in the sanctification of our souls: how the angels go about 
with solicitude, co-operating with us that we may become holy, and 
above all, how God Himself, with an ineffable solicitude, with tenderest 
love, cares and watches over us. He then forms, as it were, a resume 
of the foregoing doctrine, in the words just quoted: “For those who 
love God, all contributes to their good.” To be continued 
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Little Louvers’ League 


On ed 
Keeping Holy Lent 
I'm just a little child, I know; I'll study harder than before, 
But now that Lent is here, And never miss a_-class, 
I'll try to make these forty days And every morning I can go 
The best of all the year. To church for early Mass. 
I do not have to keep the fast Or I can keep away from cakes 
Like older folks, ‘tis true; And candy every day; 
But there are many little things Or say some extra prayers, instead 
A child like me can do. Of going out to play. 


Whatever I decide to do, 
I'll keep up all through Lent, 
So I'll be all the better when 
These forty days are spent. 


Before the Crucifix 


OME here, Barbara,’’ Sister Veronica commanded, her usually 
gentle face set in determined lines. Slowly the golden- 
haired girl obeyed. Her brown eyes were stormy and her 
round face drawn with anger, and though she was really 
a pretty girl, now her bad temper made her look ugly. 
“Sit down,” said Sister Veronica quietly, pointing to a low 

seat beside her desk. Barbara did as she was told. “I want you to 
go to the chapel and kneel before the. large Crucifix. Gaze carefully 
and thoughtfully at the figure. That is all. Now you may go.” 

Barbara was quite surprised at the Sister’s words. In her heart 
she knew she had acted shamefully and had upset the whole class by 
her quick temper. She expected that Sister Veronica would make her 
write something on the blackboard or keep her for an hour after 
school. Very slowly she got to her feet and walked to the chapel. It 
was dim inside; the white body of the figure on the Cross gleamed in 
the shadows. She knelt down and a shiver ran through her. It was 
Lent. Already the holy season was half gone, and aside from not 
eating candy on weekdays she had done nothing whatsoever. And 
she was continually flying into a passion the moment she was crossed. 

Barbara looked up into the sad, suffering face with the blood 
‘streaming down into the eyes. Great, cruel thorns pierced the brow, 
the hair was matted with blood. And yet Jesus did not complain! 
The arms, stretched to their very length, were ready to embrace even 
the very wicked. A low voice seemed to murmur: “Father, forgive 
them, for they know not what they do.” Just in front of her were 
the feet. Those feet, which were so often weary and sore on journeys 
of mercy, were now fastened to the Cross with cruel nails. Barbara 
rose, and bending over, pressed a kiss on them. 
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All the lines of stubborness and pride were gone from her face. 
She looked beautiful as the tears filled her eyes. Oh, how sorry she 
was! How many times she had had such angry outbursts and how 
she had hurt her parents and playmates with her wilful words! 
Suddenly a soft hand touched her shoulder. It was Sister Veronica. 
“Come, dear,’ she said, “it is getting dark. You must hurry home 
or you will be late for supper. You have been here over an hour.” 
— “Over an hour, Sister!’”’ exclaimed Barbara. “Why, I thought it 
was only five minutes. That is strange.’’ ‘‘No, my child,” said the 
nun, “you were talking to our dear Lord and He was talking to you.” 
“How grateful I am,” said the girl when they had left the chapel. 
“T shall never, never be angry again. How could I, after seeing our 
Savior, bruised and crucified for my sins? I have been bad-tempered, 
but I am going to keep my resolution not to be so again. When I 
get angry, I will stop and think of Him, so patient beneath the cruel 
blows and stripes. He forgave even those who crucified Him.” 
‘‘With Our Lord’s help, I know you will succeed,” said Sr. Veronica. 


PRACTICE: Lent is a time of special grace when Our Lord ex- 
pects us to think of Him more often than at other times, and to try 
more earnestly to overcome our faults. Thinking of all that Jesus 
suffered for us is a great help to do this, so during Lent it is customary 
to pray the Stations of the Cross every day. To pray the Stations you 
need only think for a few moments about each picture as you go from 
Station to Station, and, if you wish, say a Hail Mary or an aspiration. 
You may also use a prayer book and say the prayers it gives. So this 
Lent make it a practice to remember the sufferings of Our Lord by 
making the Stations. Those who cannot go to a church should try at 
least to say some prayer at home each day in honor of Jesus’ sufferings. 


ASPIRATION: Good St. Joseph, pray for us! 


Results of Map Contest 


The replies received in the contest on the cities and towns in the United 
States which are named after saints, or in some way refer to our Catholic Faith, 
were beyond all our expectations. The long lists, with so many interesting 
names, show that all of those who sent in answers worked very hard. One girl 
told us that she felt she could now find on the map any place in the United 
States without difficulty, because in hunting for the places she had learned so 
much about their names and locations. A boy wrote that the children of his 
school found the contest very interesting as well as instructive. They found 
the names of a great many places which they would not have supposed existed, 
and in some states they could not find a single place named after a saint. We 
are glad to know that the contest was helpful in this way, and that you enjoyed 
it so much and are so eager for another one, as many of you said in your 
letters. 

That the contest was really like an exciting game can be guessed from the 
great variety of names on the lists, some very surprising ones, such as: Vesper, 
Retreat, Charity, Joy, Seminary, Brothertown, Sisterville, Graceville, Friar Point, 
Blessing, Templeton, Pray and many others. Pope, Cardinal, Eminence, Bishop, 
Priest, Abbot, Superior and Mass were also included in the various lists. Per- 
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haps the list with the largest number of such unusual names was the one received 
from Dorothy Kostolnik, age 9, 4th grade, St. Andrew's School, St. Paul, 
Minn. Although we did not really have such names in mind when announcing 
the contest, we felt they should be counted because they do refer to something 
connected with the Catholic religion. But the selection of the winners was 
truly the most difficult of any contest we have had. Many listed such names as 
Florence, Vincent, Alexander, etc. Although it is true there are saints by these 
names, we have no good reason for believing the places were named after 
saints. Though it is possible some were, it is more likely these were named after 
certain persons, as for example Adams is named after John Quincy Adams, the 
second President of the United States, and not after the first man, Adam, as 
many perhaps believed in listing it or forms of it. So too, Jamestown is named 
after King James of England and Louisville after King Louis of France. So you 
see we could not count such names, but had to check them off the lists before 
considering them. Old Testament names were also checked off. The follow- 
ing were finally selected as the best replies:— 


Group I — 10 years old or younger. 


PRIZE: Louise Bond, age 9, 4th grade, St. Matthias School, 
Muscatine, Iowa, with 476 names. 


HONORABLE MENTION: (1) Bernard Vanek, age 10, 6th 
grade, Holy Cross School, East Bernard, Texas, with 461 names. (2) Frances 
Schaer, age 9, 4th grade, same school, with 430 names. (3) Pauline Kubula, 
age 9, 4th grade, same school, with 425 names. (4) Janet Loughram, 4th 
grade, St. Mary's School, Poritiac, Ill., with 356 names. (5) Jerry Strajack, 
age 9, 4th grade, St. Matthias School, Muscatine, Iowa, with 328 names. Sev- 
eral other boys and girls from this school had a high rank also. 


Group It — 11 years or older. 
PRIZE: Patricia Poppelreiter, age 13, 8th grade, St. Margaret's 
School, Greentree, Pa., with 502 names. 


HONORABLE MENTION: (1)Mark Kubula, age 13, 7th 
grade, Holy Cross School, East Bernard, Texas, with 490 names. (2) Charles 
Hlavinka, age 13, 8th grade, same school, with 488 names. (3) Elaine Galb, 
age 11, 6th grade, St. Joseph’s School, San Diego, Calif., with 453 names. 
(4) Edward Box, age 13, 7th grade, St. John’s School, Houghton, Iowa, with 
408 names, all the names of saints so nothing was checked off his list before 
considering it. There were many others in this group with a high number of 
names, especially the boys and girls of Holy Cross School, Norma Werwie, 
from St. Margaret's, Mary Ann MacKachin, Ubly Public School, Ubly, 
Mich., Jaqueline Freiberg, St. Joseph's School, Oshkosh, Wis., and Jean 
St, Lawrence, St. Patrick's School, Roxbury, Mass. 

Group Ill — High School. 

PRIZE: Frances Cersovsky, age 16, Junior, Colby High School, 
Colby, Kans., with 529 names. 

Letters were received from 97 children, representing 20 states. Besides 
the schools mentioned above, the following sent in creditable lists: St. Mary’s 
School, Higginsville, Mo. St. Mary’s School, West, Tex.; St. Leo’s School, 
Detroit, Mich.; Immaculate Conceptien School, Lexington, Mo.; St. Francis” 
School, Torrington, Conn. 
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Plea in Behalf of Starving War-Sufferers 
in Europe 
aeons 


CUTE suffering is the daily lot of whole populations in many war- 
torn lands. Every report indicates that unless heroic measures 
are taken at once, MILLIONS WILL DIE FROM STARVATION 

AND EXPOSURE during the winter. The feeding and clothing and 
sheltering of these suffering people is not a work which can be left 
to some future convenient date. Our country, because of our greater 
resources, must do the major part of this work of relief... 

“Ours is a grave responsibility. The heart and hand of America 
are called upon in a way that is unique, not only in the history of our 
country, but even in the annals of mankind... On bended knees let 
us ask God in His blessed Providence to help us to be a vigorous cham- 
pion of democratic freedom and the generous friend of the needy and 
oppressed throughout the world.” 

This earnest plea bears the weight of the authority of all the 
Bishops of the United States, speaking through their representatives 
at their recent annual conference in Washington, D. C. That the situa- 
tion in Europe is grave beyond all expression is a fact daily becoming 
more evident, not only from the reports of those acquainted with con- 
ditions, but also from the many heartrending appeals which are pour- 
ing into this country from war-sufferers as their only hope of salvation. 
During the past months, appeals have come to us from Italy, France, 
Belgium, Holland, the Philippines and indirectly also from Germany 
and Austria. The plight of many religious in these countries is destitute 
in the extreme, and their sufferings are beyond all power of imagina- 
tion; yet one of their greatest sufferings is the fact that they are help- 
less to assist others who appeal to them in their extreme misery. 


An alms sent for the relief of these innocent sufferers would be 
an act not only of mercy but of justice as well, for surely it is our 
sacred duty to assist our brothers and sisters in Christ who are suffering 
such acute distress. Our Lord has said, ‘““Whatever you do to the least 
of these, My brethren, you do it to Me.” For His sake, then, and in 
His Name, let us come to the rescue of His suffering members. Offer- 
ings sent to the address below, marked “For European War-Sufferers,”’ 
will be devoted to the relief of these sufferers. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





Contents — March, 1946 


St. Joseph, the Splendor of the Saints —- The Two Standards — 
We Shall Light Seven Lamps — First Centenary of Benedictinism in 
the United States — Efficacy of Prayer for the Poor Souls in Purgatory 
— Know and Explain Your Catholic Faith — Pathways to Peace — 
Little Lovers’ League. 











gS EHOLD, now is the acceptable time, now is the day of 


Lent. 
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salvation!"’ Holy Church tells us at the beginning of 
Lent has always been regarded as a most fitting 
time to reflect upon the means by which Christ obtained 
Gr IND salvation for us — His holy Passion and Death. The 
— following series of booklets will furnish splendid material 


and many suitable prayers for this purpose. 


PASSION «« 
«« SERIES 











fart 0 CRUX, AVE, SPES UNICA 


9 booklets — Special Price, 90¢ postpaid. 


The Way of the Cross 


A very popular booklet for pray- 
ing the Stations. Each Station illus- 
trated. Special prayers in honor of 
the Passion. 10¢ 


From Olivet to Calvary 


Affectionate considerationg on the 
sufferings of our Savior from His 
Agony to the Crucifixion. 10¢ 


Devotion to the Holy Face 


Heart-stirring reflections and de- 
votions in honor of the Holy Face of 
Jesus. 10¢ 


Devotion to the Precious Blood 
Veneration of the Precious Blood 


and its efficacy explained. Beautiful 
prayers and Mass devotion. 10¢ 


Guard of Honor and the 
Holy Hour 
An explanation of these two de- 
votions with suitable reflections and 
prayers for practicing them. 10¢ 


Wonders of the Miraculous 
Crucifix 
Wonderful manifestations on the 


famous Crucifix of Limpias, Spain. 
10¢ 


Views of the Miraculous Crucifix 

An artistic: 16-page booklet with 
four views of the Limpias Crucifix, 
and devout reflections on Christ’s 
sufferings. 20¢ 


Devotion to the Mother 
of Sorrows 
Treats of Mary’s sorrows at the 
Passion and Death of Jesus, and of 
the graces that flow from devotion 
to the Mother of Sorrows. Many 
beautiful prayers. 10¢ 


Mary’s Seven Sorrows 
Reflections on each of the Seven 
Dolors, with illustrations. Novena, 

prayers, Mass devotion. 10¢ 


Benedictine Convent of P erpetual Adoration . Clyde, Missouri 








AA Lenten Progratm 


VERY good and zealous Catholic adopts a Lenten program 
and the thing of first importance in that program is always 
assisting daily at Holy Mass. Every day of Lent has its 
own special Mass, and of course the most excellent way 
to follow it is to use a daily missal, though one is always 
free to use any method he may choose. The most neces- 

sary thing is that the meaning of the Mass and its parts be understood. 
The following booklets on the Mass aim to make the user really 
appreciate and value the Holy Sacrifice: — 


THE TREASURES OF THE MASS 


An outetanding, ‘low-guieed book wy 128 pages, highly recommended by 
priests, explaining in clear and simple language the prayers, ceremonies 
and symbolism of Holy Mass. 25¢ STUDY CLUB OUTLINE 5¢,or 3 for 10¢ 


MY DAILY COMPANION AT MASS 


A handy booklet to use in following the official prayers of the Mass 
for those who do not have a missal. Also contains daily prayers, confession 
and Communion devotions. Slips into pocket or purse. 10¢ 


GOD HIMSELF, OUR SACRIFICE 























An inspiring booklet on the Holy ‘Mase as the source of all grace and 
sanctification, and the sublime means to render worthy worship to the 
Blessed Trinity. 10¢ 

THE DIVINE DRAMA 


Those who enjoy sentey will ssaeuiate the sublime imagery of this 
beautiful composition in blank verse on the adorable Sacrifice. 10¢ 





~ 


Booklets for the March Feasts 


GO. TO JOSEPH — This inspiring booklet will fill you with confidence 
= —— and trust in the goodness and power of St. Joseph. 
Many prayers in his honor. 10¢ 


DEVOTIONS TO ST. JOSEPH A splendid collection of devotions and 
== = prayers in honor of St. Joseph. 10¢ 


ST. BENEDICT, THE BELOVED OF GOD —A brief sketch of the life 
7 of St. Benedict together 

with many prayers. 10¢ 
Reductions for quantities. Pestage extra. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 























